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The Weaver Hotel in Waterville is a three-story rectangular building with a full
basement located at the northwest corner of Kansas and Front streets. It measures
22 feet wide and 90 feet long. The architectural style of the hotel is a simplified
application of Renaissance Revival. Precast concrete blocks formed with a face
texture to resemble rough hewn stone comprise the white-painted exterior walls. The
flat roof of the building is concealed behind the parapet wall. One of the main
features of the building is a corner entrance which is set off by a one-story wood
porch along the south side, around the corner and approximately half the length of
the east front. The porch columns are simple and circular with vertical fluting.
Above the porch is a wood balustrade forming a balcony on the porch roof. The
building corner at the southeast entrance is rounded through the full three stories
and is accented by a decorative iron cornice and a parapet. Modulating the iron cornice
are four large decorative brackets, which are interspersed with smaller iron brackets.
An ornate pediment located directly above the curved wall bears the name "Weaver
Hotel." Window openings on all three floor levels have simple rectangular double-hung
windows. The window sills are of stone and project slightly from the wall; window
heads are one-piece flat cast concrete lintels which project similarly. Door openings
are treated like the windows. One three-sided bay is situated at the north end of
the second floor. Horizontal bands of smoothed masonry accent the floor lines at all
three levels. On the south wall between the two first floor windows is a cast concrete
lion's head. BAbove it is the date 1905 and the names of Brooks and Schmidt, the
contractors. The reason for the lion's head other than ornamentation isn't known.

The hotel has the original 12 guest rooms on the third floor, a number of guest
rooms and a parlor on the second, and restaurant and dining facilities. A recent

complete refurbishing has brightened the interior and made the old hotel an attractive
place to dine and lodge.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Weaver Hotel in Waterville was built in 1905-1906 by William E. Weaver for
his parents, the Luce E. Weavers, who operated a local restaurant. L. E. Weaver
entered the restaurant business by opening an ice cream parlor in Waterville in
June, 1877, and shortly thereafter added restaurant and bakery facilities. His
old frame business building was temporarily moved east onto South Kansas street
in March, 1905, when work began on the new hotel. J. J. Brooks and Herman Schmidt
of Hanover manufactured the cement blocks for the building's exterior and also
erected the structure. W. E. Fitzgerald of Waterville had the contract for the
woodwork.

Work on the cellar and the foundation was underway by early May, 1905, and
by early August the cement and stone work was completed. The floors were laid in
August, the cisterns dug in October, the carpets put down the following April, and
the old frame building razed in May, 1906. The hotel was opened for business by
mid-May, 1906 and quickly became a popular place with railroad travelers and the
local residents. W. E. Weaver and his wife Imogene assisted his parents with the
hotel, and after his death and his parents' deaths, Mrs. Imogene Weaver managed
the hotel for many years. The hotel, except for two or three closures because of
repairs or the proprietor's death, has been in continuous operation since its opening.

In October, 1969, the old hotel, which was by then in a state of disrepair, was
purchased by Mrs. Ina Roeth. Under her direction the building was renovated and
most of the public areas redecorated in a manner reflecting the Victorian turn-of-
the-century elegance. Although 12 small rooms on the third floor are still rented
to guests, the hotel has primarily acquired a reputation for gourmet dining.

The Weaver Hotel is the only three-story building in Waterville and has been
a local landmark since its construction in 1905-1906. Architecturally, it was one
of the first large buildings in the area to be constructed of cement blocks. The
Weaver Hotel has local importance for its 70 years of service to the community.
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